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1918. ] DIGEST OF RECENT VIRGINIA DECISIONS. 933 

LONDON BROS, et al. v. NATIONAL EXCH. BANK OF ROAN- 
OKE et al. 

Sept. 20, 1917. 

[93 S. E. 699.] 

Mechanics' Liens (§ 114 (1)*) — Assignment by Contractor — Va- 
lidity. — Acts 1895-96, c. 351 (Code 1904, § 2482a), entitled an act to 
protect subcontractors, supply men, and laborers, providing that no 
assignment of debt due or to become due to a general contractor by 
the owner for construction of a building shall be valid unless and 
till the claims of all subcontractors, supply men, and laborers against 
such general contractor for material and labor in the construction 
shall have been satisfied, not leading to confusion or manifest ab- 
surdity construed literally, even in connection with the Mechanic's 
Lien Law (Code 1904, §§ 2475-2-181), cannot be construed to protect 
only subcontractors, supply men, and laborers who have perfected 
mechanics' liens, which they cannot do in the case of a building 
owned by a city. 

[Ed, Note. — For other cases, see 9 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 757, 759.] 

Appeal from Law and Chancery Court of City of Roanoke. 

Interpleader by the City of Roanoke against the National Ex- 
change Bank of Roanoke, Va., and others. From adverse decrees, 
defendants London Bros, and others appeal. Reversed and re- 
manded. 

Johnston & Izard, Poindexter & Hopzvood, and Jas. A. Bear, 
all of Roanoke, for appellants. 

Willis & Adams and A. P. Staples, A. B. Hunt, Robt. K. Spiller, 
Woods, Chitwood & Coxe, Jackson & Henson and 6". H. Graves, 
all of Roanoke, for appellees. 



MATOAKA COAL CORP. v. CLINCH VALLEY MINING CORP. 

Sept. 20, 1917. 
[93 S. E. 799.] 

1. Appeal and Error (§ 966 (1)*)— Continuance (§ 7*)— Right to 
Continuance — Discretion of Court. — A motion for continuance is ad- 
dressed to the court's discretion and although an appellate court will 
review the action of the trial court, it will not reverse its judgment 
upon such motion, unless plainly erroneous. 

[Ed. Note. — For other cases, see 3 Va.-W. Va. Enc. Dig. 301.] 

2. Continuance (§ 26 (3)*)— Ground — Absent Witness — Diligence. 
— There was no abuse of discretion of trial court in refusing defend- 

*For other cases see same topic and KEY-NUMBER in all Key- 
Numbered Digests and Indexes. 



